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FROM AFRICA, 


Extract of a Letter from Mr. Shaw, 
Methodist Missionary at Namac- 
gualand, in Africa, dated, Janua- 
ry 11, 1819. 

OUR station, as you fupposed, 
now begins to wear a somewhat 
better appearance than formerly, 
though it is far inferior to the small 
fruitful villages in England. The 
Namaqcuas have laready cut our 
corn, which we hope will be suffi- 
cient fer our own consumption.— 
They are now busy with their own 
wheat, &c. which will in a short 
time be gathered in. The gardens, 
which some of cur people have 
made look well, and in ours, we 
have potatoes, peas, beans, &c. 
our dwelling-house is very com- 
fortable, but the worms are quick- 
ly destroying the beams, spars, &c. 
so that the next summer (whoever 
of us is spared to see it,) a new 
roof will be necessary. Our chap- 
el looks very well, being now fin- 
ished and white-washed within and 
without. With this building I 
have had a great deal of labour ; 
but the seeing it full of heathens, 
anxious to know something of 
Jesus is a sufficient reward. 

In the districts near Cape Town, 
the farmers have at length began to 
exert themselves a little in agri- 
culture, which was formerly ue- 


glected ; (the increased price of 
E 


grain has doubtless been a great 
stimulous to their exertions ;) 80 
that some of the corn farms now 
begin to look exceedingly well. 
In this remote part of the colony, 
many of the graziers never trouble 
themselves to sow any kind of 
grain whatever. They yearly 
exchange their cattle for a few 
sacks of corn, if they can obtain tt ; 
if not, they rest very well satisfied 
with milk and animal food, abound- 
ing in the grease of the African 
sheep’s tail, which is enormously 
large. and the fat of which is pre- 
ferrec by many to the butter whica 
is made here. 

The wild animals which former- 
ly roamed near Cape Town, have 
been destroyed or banished there- 
from by the colonists. In this 
part, however, we have still many 
tigers, leopards, jackals, &c. Not 
far from hence, at certain seasons 
of the year, the ferocious lion also 
makes his appearance ; he gene- 
rally pursues a species of deer, 
called spring-bok, which run to- 
gether by thousands, as large flocka 
of sheep. When he cannot obtain 
these beautiful creatures, he makes 
bold to secure a horse, beast or 
bushman, for his subsistance.—- 
‘There is a species of wiid beast 
called eland, of great account with 
the farmers, on account of the ex- 
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cellency of its flesh, and the tough- 
ness of its hide, which is used for 
harness, traces, &c. The buffalo, 
hippopetamus, and elephant, are 
not often seen far on this side of 
the great Orange River, which is 
five or six days journey, with an 
ox wagon, north of the Khaimes 
mountains. ‘nat pretty beast, the 
zebra, is often found not far from 
hence; a few weeks ago, a male 
of that species came within a hun- 
dred or a hundred and fifty paces. 
While pursuing his path, he unex- 
pectedly beheld the habitations of 
men, and instantly halted; he stood 
looking oa us, and we on him.— 
This was the most beautiful animal 
Iever beheld ; but the fear of 
human beings coming upon him, 
he made haste to escape for his life. 
{ expect in a short time the hide 
of one of those creatures, which, 
when opportunity offers, will be 
sent to the Committee. Here are 
serpents of various species, all of 
which are supposed to be injurious, 
excepting the one called boomslang 
(or tree serpent) so called from its 
being often found coiled round the 
boughs of trees. The puff adder 

of this land is said to be e sean reot 

jy dangerous. Some time ago, I 
and my wife went to the sea fora 
tew days for the benefit of our 
health ; while there, our matrass 
was laid under a bush were we 
slept, being the best lodgings we 
could obtain in that place. T'o- 
wards the evening of one of those 
days, I rose up from my matrass, 
and said, ** We will remove our 
bed to another place,’”? where the 


bushes seemed better calculated to 
green us from the night air. I 
immediately began to “take away 
semething from ‘the place where we 
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had lodged, when to my great sur- 
prise, a large puff.adder was curled 
up under the end of our bolster, IT 
had been sitting within a few inch. 
es of this venomous creature more 
than an hour, this being the place 
where we had always slept ; nor 
had we any intention of removing 
till the instant I rose up and made 
the proposal: the proposal was 
agreed to, or doubtless one, or 
both of us, would, during the night, 
have felt the sharpness of the ser. 
pent’s teeth, of which there were 
two, formed after the manner of 
those hooks by which fishes are 
caught. We could not but ac. 
knowledge the providential care of 
Him, who said, ‘* Even the hairs 
of your heads are numbered.”? In 
many parts of the colony, there 
are ostriches in great plenty, which 
we sometimes see when travelling 
through the sands, but with us 
there are none. The eggs of this 
bird are considered by some as a 
great delicacy, but I cannot eat 
them myself. There are many 
locusts here of the large kind ; on 
some occasions they have destroyed 
whole fields of corn, when tlgir 
number was so great, that on rising 
from the field to take their flight, 
they appeared as a large cloud.— 
‘* Locusis and wild honey,’’ were 
the food of the Baptist, they are 
also the food of the wild Bushmen 
in Africa. ‘They sometimes roast 
the locusts upon the fire, at other 
times they eat them raw, but more 
generally they are ground to pow- 
der between two stones, and then 
mingted as meal with thetr water 
or milk. Honey may be found in 
such plenty in a favorable year in 
this land, that the farmers All their 
sacks (made of skin) therewith, 
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which is taken to Cape Town for 
sale. But the Bufhmen eat what 
they find ; or make a sort of Beer 
therefrom which is highly intoxt- 
cating. 
A person who has not been en- 
gaged in instructing the heathen of 
Saukh Airica, can form no sort of 
idea of the ignorance, the ama zing 
ignorance of the natives, and the 
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respect to those advanced in life ; 
they have never been tuctomed 
to think, and now forget almost 
all they hear. When I have been 
speaking on some leading truth of 
the gospel, and would, before the 
conclusion, impress it on their 
minds 5 as for instances when hav- 
ing spoken on repentance, I would 
add, * Repentance implies godly 
sorrow for sin, and conversion or 
turning from it. Whocantell me 
eae w evening what repentance 
is’? Having repeated several! times 
what repentance 18, you would sup- 
pose, that every one woul donthe 
ensuing evening be able to answer, 
but I assnre yeu, I never found 
one cid Namacqua to this day, who 
cou id bring what was Fequt tred.—- 
The young can remember but the 
old canrot L find by experience, 
that to aes by w ay of similitude, 
Is preferable (fo r thos e pup: wh to 
any other. ‘This method I have 
often adopted vhen in the feld 
plowing, &c. which has a guod ef. 
fe&. In the chapel ateo, near 
which is a fine fountain, 1 have 
tried the same method, «* Behold 
that fountain ! see how the people 
datly come to quench their thirst 
by its flowing stream: there is 
plenty for us all, itis free for us all ; 





a 


none of us can do without it. Hear 
then what Jesus says, “* Ho, every 
one that thirsteth come,’?? &c.— 
Behold that shepherd, he daily takes 
his sheep to the field, and watches 
over them with diligence: hear 
what Jesus says, | ain the good 
shep be erd.’?’ He gath ers the lambs 
with his arm, he seeks the lost, he 
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standing their general dulness, [ 
cannot doubt, but some of those 
old Namacquas experience the com- 
forts of religion. About a week 
ago, I enquired in the chapel of an 
old Namacqua woman thus: Tell 
me Troy, if you can, what faith 
is ? Sir, when I found my sins to 
be very heavy, I then came to Je- 
sus, and believed on him, by which 
I found comfort to my sou!,—HHave 
you also a good hope Troy ? Yes, I 
possess that too, thank the Lord.— 
What is that hope, think you? I 
think it is the swectress that [ 
sometimes vind in my heart, when [ 
think, one day the Lord shall bring 
me to heaven. 

Another poor old woman said, 
‘The Lord has brought me into 
the sweet road to heaven. I am 
heavily afficted and have been led 
to think, chat this land is not ours, 
but only lent us by the Lord fora 
short time, aud I think ne will 
soon bring mv soul to another and 
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[LLUSTRATIONS 
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OF SORIPTURE. 
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Tilustrations of passages in the New-Testament, which refer to climates, 
places, offices, sentiments, manners, and customs, among the Jews, in the 


time of our Savicur. 


Coutinued from page 35. 


24 

Luke i.15. “ Andas the peo- 
ple were in expectation and all men 
@used in their hearts concerning 
John, whether he were the Christ, 
or note’ 

This is one of many expressions 
of the evangelist, which imply the 
general expectation which prevail- 
ed, that the Messiah was to appear 
at this time. In the 6th of our 
illustrations, we adduced some of 
the evidences of the prevalence of 
this expectation. It may not be 
improper here to notice some of 
the circumstances, which caused 
the Jews to reject Jesus as the 
Messiah ; but we shall only notice 
them in passing, as we shall have 
frequent occasions for a more full 
examination. 

The “reasoning which arose 
among the disciples, which of them 
should be the greatest ;’’ and the 
request of the mother of James 
and Joho to owr Lord, that ** her 
sons might sit, one on his right 
hand and the other on the left, in 
his kingdom ;”? are very plain inti- 
matians, that his disciples at that 
time thought only of a powerful, 
temporal kingdom It was the dis. 
appointment of this expectation to 
which the divciples referred, when 
conversing with him after his resur- 
rection ; we trusted that it had 
been he, who should have redeemed 
Tsraci?® "They had believed that 
Judea would have been redeemed 


from its bondage to the Romans. 
Nor had any of the Jews better 
sentiments of the kingdom of the 
Messiah.-—So eager were the ex. 
pectations of the * five thousand,” 
whom Jesus had fed with five barley 
loaves, and two small fishes,’”’ that 
he was obliged to retire, to escape 
from the * force, by which they 
would have taken him, and have 
made him a king ;” (John vi. 15.) 
and it was the enthusiasm of the 
hope, that he was about to ascend 
the throne of Judea which prompt. 
ed the multitudes to ‘* spread their 
garments in the way,’ when he 
was once entering Jerusalem, and 
to ‘‘strew the streets with branches 
of palm trees,’ going before and 
following him with the acclama- 
tions, §* Hosanna to the son of Da- 
vid! Blessed is the king of Israel, 
that cometh in the name of the Lord!’ 
(John xii. 18.) Now had Jobn 
suggested, that this fondest hope 
of the nation was to be realised in 
the triumphs of the Messiah, whom 
he anvounced, and had our Lord 
commenced his ministry with the 
assurance, that this was his design, 
and that he would accomplish it, it 
is certain beyond a doubt, that 
every Jew would have haiied him 
as a Saviour, and that the resources 
of his country would have been 
offered to his disposal. With their 


expectations of the Messiah, com- 
pare then the teaching, the conduct 
aud the purposes of Jesus, and you 
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may account satisfactorily for every 
circumstance of his reception. 
There was ind-ed a striking dif- 
ference between the conduct of 
the Pharisees and Sadduces,towards 
our Lord, and of the people.— 
These two great sects very soon 
perceived, how entirely devoid he 
was of the sentiments and temper, 
by which they were themselves 
actuated, From him whose pecu- 
liar blessings were bestowed on‘‘ihe 
poor in spirit”? “the meek,” the 
merciful,”’ ** the peace makers,’’ and 
“those who hungered and thirsted 
after righteousness ;?? who taught 
men to pray, to fast, and to give 
their alms ‘in secret ;’? to hope 
for the recompence of obedience to 
his laws ‘¢ at the resurrection of the 
just,” and who openly rejected 
the tradition of the elders, they could 
indulge no hope of worldly con- 
quests, and of a universal temporal 
empire. But the people, less am- 
bitious of personal distin@ion in 
the kingdom ef the Messiah, and 
persuaded by the works of Jesus, 
that he must be the Christ, still 
cherished the delightful vision of 
the deliverance of their country, 
and followed him, in. confidence of 
its accomplishment. They were 
astonished at. his doctrine; they felt 
that Ae taught as one that had author- 
ity, and not as the scribes ; they 
were convinced that, as never man 
spake like this man, 80 no one could 
do the miracles which he did, except 
God were with him; and while 
they retained these impressions, 
they would have forsaken all, to 
follow him. But as often as 
circumstances occurred: to. blast 
their sanguine but erroneous ex- 
pectations, with the two great pre- 
deminant sects of theircountrymen, 
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they forsook him, and were prepar- 
ed to become the instruments for 
his execution. Let any one notice, 
how exactly consistent is the ac- 
count which we have of the conduct 
of the people, with their sentiments 
and characters, and J think that he 
will acknowledge in it a very 
strong internal evidence of the 
credibility of the narratives of the 


evangelists, is 


When we reflect also, that the 
Sadduces denied the doctrine of 
providence, of a future life, and of 
the existence of spirits, it will not 
appear surprising that they rejected 
Jesus, who taught, that these were 
fundamental principles, which must 
be acknowledged by all the sub. 
jects of his kingdom. Such men, 
in consistency withtheir sentiments, 
could have looked only fora tem- 
poral prince, and for temporal hon- 
ors and happiness, and when we 
consider that the Pharisees believ- 
ed, and taught the people, that all: 
who bad Abraham for their father 
were therefore sure of future feli- 
city, from which all others would 
be excluded, it is equally apparent, 
that they must have experienced a 
most important change—a change, 
which could have been produced 
only by that ‘* repentance,”? which 
John at first preached, and which 
Jesus made his first precept—be- 
fore they would be prepared for 
the reception of a Messiah, whose 
dominion was to be established in 
the heart; who taught that a/l, 
who received him, were equal/y the 
sons of God ; who admonished his 
followers to prepare for trials and 
sufferings in his service ;- and who 
promised no rewards, but in heayen, 
So corrupt had the nation become, 
both in opinions. and. in practices, 
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that a stronger contrast can hardly 
be imagined, than of the instruc- 
tions of Jesus, with the characters 
of the Jews; a contrast, which 
gives amazing force to the require- 
ment, ** REPENT, for the kingdom of 
heaven is at hand.’’ To one, who 
knows the moral and religious state 
of Judea at this time, the acknowl- 
edgment of Jesus by these great 
prevailing sects, and by all the peo- 
ple, would have been the most 
wonderful phenomenon which ever 
occurred in the moral world. 

But though so many of his coun- 
trymen rejected Jesus, and th 
multitude, who had acknowledged 
and followed him, joined in the cry, 
that he should be crucified, yet we 
have the testimony of the apostles, 
(Acts xxi. 17, 20.) that within a 
very short time after the resurrec- 
tion, “ many thousands, Of, as it 
may with strict propriety be ren- 
dered, ‘* many ten theusands of the 
Jews helen ;’? and the extensive 

country of Syria, it is well known 
was ina creat measure converted 
to christianity within ten or twelve 
years aiter the crucifixion. 

lt was the mistaken sentiments 
of the Jews cuncerningthe Messiah, 
which caused our Lord to forbid 
thore, whom he healed, to publish 
their cure 3 and which induced him 
so rarely to assert before the peo- 
ple, that he was THs CHRISTs— 
While they had so strong a persua- 
sion that the Messiah would be a 
temporal deliverer, it was imposst- 
bie otherwise to restrain them from 
attempts to raise him to supreme 
power; which would have exposed 
both them and him to the resent- 
ment of the Romar government. 
Eience, ia speaking of himself, he 
said only, that the Father had sent 


him; and, “if F do not the works 
of my Father, believe me not ;” and 
to effect his purposes, he wrought 
miracles, appealed to the scriptures, 
preached righteousness, and endea- 
vored to correct the false sentiments 
and the evil affections of those who 
heard him. It was necessary that 
he should act precisely as he did, ia 
consistency with the divine charac. 
ter, which he sustains throughout 
the gospels. 

‘¢ T am come,” said our Lord, 
‘in my Father’s name, and ye re- 
ceive me not. If another shall come 
in his own name, him will ye re. 
ceive.”? And itis well known how 
many impostors about that time 
appeared in Judea, to whom multi- 
tudes resorted in the wilderness, to 
hear the promise of liberty, and to 
enlist themselves for its attainment. 
But with their followers, they wers 
scattered, and miserably perished 
in their delusion; and of all who 
avowed themselves to be the ex- 
pected Prince of Israel, Jesus alone 
has been acknowledged by- the 
suffrages of ages. His kingdom 
is established—is extending——and 
will be eternal. 

The general belief that the Mes. 
siah would appear at the time when 
our Lord began his ministry, was 
derived from the prophecies ; and 
the argument from prophecy lies 
merely in the evidence produced, 
that certain passages in the Old 
Testament, which have ever been 
acknowledged as predictions, have 
been fulfilled by certain correspond- 
ent events, related in the New.—- 
Theargument in no degree depends 
on faith, but is adapted to produce 
it ; the sole point in question being 
this, whether such things as were 
prophetically delivered, appear-to. 
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have been fulfilled—a point on 
which common sense, with com- 
mon honesty, will secure a correct 
decision. 


Consult Lardner, vol. 1. pp. 


114—139. And see Hurd’s ser- 
mons on prophecy, ser. 5, p. 154. 
And Jones on the canon of the 
New Testament, v. 1. pp. 90, 91.. 


GENERAL MEETINGS. 


For the Christian Herald. 


GENERAL MEETING. 
HELD AT KORTRIGHT, Ne ¥- 


Wu. CUMMINGS, a servant 
of Jesus Christ, to them that are 
sanctified by God the Father, and 
preserved in Jesus Christ, and call- 
ed. Mercy unto you, and peace 
and love be multiplied. Havin 
many times been refreshed, while 
hearing of the work of God, in 
different parts of the country, 
through the medium of the Herald, 
I would in return, for these favors, 


send the following account of the: 


Genera! Meeting, in XKortright, 


which was holden on the second: 


Saturday, First Day of the week, 
and Monday, of September last.— 
The Elders who attended were 
Samuel P. Allen, Levi Hathaway, 
John L. Peavey, Benjamin How- 
ard, Ira Marshall, and William 
Cummings, and brothers Stephen 
G. Champlin, and Asa Allen, 
(these two last being unordained ) 
and also, two females, Sally Hedg- 
es, and Anna Rexford. After 
singing and prayer, brother Mar- 
shall delivered a refreshing dis- 
course from Gen. xlix. 10. He 
spake of the Shiloh, his prosperous 
reign, the departing of the sceptre, 
&c. Then brother Peavey, spake 
from Zech. ii. 10. He Ist spake 
of the daughter of Jerusalem. 2d. 
she shouts and sings, 3. God’s 


promise fulfilled in dwelling in her. 
After which brother Hathaway, 
spoke from Matt. xxiv. 14. He 
noticed Ist, The King. 2d. The 
kingdom. 8d. The gospel. 4th: 
Its being preached in all'the world 
for a witness unto all-nations. 5th. 


The end. 


First Day morning met at 9: 


o'clock. Brother Howard, spoke 


first from 1 Peter, iii. 3: He spoke 


of outward and inward adorning, 
and highly recommended the latter. 


Brother Peavey, next spoke froth 
Numbers, xxiv. 17. He Ist spoke: 


of the Star; out of Jacob. 2d: 
The Sceptre out of Israel. 3d. 
That it should smite the corrers 
of Moab, and destroy all the chil- 
dren:of Sheth. We then had a 


short intermission; after which 


brother Hathaway delivered an: 


instrecting discourse from Isaiah, 


ix. 6. He-}st spoke of the Child: 


born. 2d. The Son given. 3d. 
The government on his ‘shoulder. 
4th. His five names piven in that 
verse. Inthe evening sister Hedp- 
es spake of the Master that ts 
come and’ his calling the people. 
Monday met again at 10° o’¢lock. 


Brother S&S. P. Allen, preached’ 


from Isa. xxi. 11, He Ist. spoke 
of the Watehman. 2d) What of 
the night. Brother Hathaway, 
then spoke on the next verse : 
‘*The morning cometh and also 
the night. This was the most. 
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glorious season, I ever witnessed. 
‘The preachers were spiritual, their 
preaching was instructing, and 
comforting, while prayers, exhor- 
tations and songs of praise to God, 
and the Lamb, added to the glory 
of the scene- We then parted in 
hope of soon meeting again to 
part no more, in the eternal world 
of Glory. 

The brethren in this county, 
generally stand fast, and the num- 
ber is gradually increasing. 

Stamford, Del. Co. N. 7. 
Oct. 20. 1819. 


For the Christian Herald. 


GENERAL MEETING, 
IN BRUTUS, N. Y. 


ASSEMBLED, according to 
previous appointment, on Saturday, 
the 2d inst. in Brutus, Cayuga co. 
N. Y. the following Elders, viz. 
Samuel P. Allen, Hubbard Thomp- 
son, Jabez King, jr. John L. Pea- 
vey, James Wilson, John Daniels, 
Libeus Field, John Ross, William 
True, Jonathan S. Thompson, 
Joseph Badger, John Cheney, and 
Elijah Shaw, jr. ; also, a number 
of unordained preachers and breth- 
ren, from various parts. The meet- 
ing commenced by songs of. praise 
and prayer to God, succeeded. by 
some exhortation ; after which a 
discourse was delivered by Elder 
John Cheney, (of Ohio) from 2 
Timothy ii. 15. *¢ Study to shew 
thyself approved unto God,” &c. 
In which the necessity of studying 
and striving: to please God, and to 
be approved of him, more than to 
be approved of man, and to show 
the same to all beholders, was 
shown and enjoined, from scripture 


and reason. After some other re. 
marka on the subject adjourned fur 
30 minutes. In the afternoon 
Elder James Wi!son preached from 
Acts xi. 23. ‘Who when he 
came, and had seen the grace of 
God, was glad, and exhorted them 
all that with purpose of heart they 
would cleave unto the Lord.”— 
He Ist. shewed the grace of God, 
to be his favors, unmerited by those 
who receive them. 2d. Showed 
what it is to see the grace of God, 
and taught that it was to discern 
God’s work in the conversion of 
souls. 3d. Showed the propriety 
of exhorting, and solemnly. did ex. 
hort the disciples to cleave to the 
Lord. This discourse from an 
aged servant of Christ, delivered in 
the energy of. the spirit, and with 
many tears, was solemn, instructing, 
edifying. and quickening. Next, 
Elder John Ross, spoke from Eph. 
ii. & ‘Unto me who am less 
than the least of all saints, is this 
grace given,. that I should preach 
among the gentiles the unsearcha- 
ble riches of Christ.’? The author 
of the text was Ist noticed, and 
why he considered himself less 
than the least of all saints, viz 
because he persecuted the church 
of God; 2d. The.grace given to 
those commissioned by Christ to 
preach the gospel ; 3d. The un- 
searchable riches of Christ ;- altho” 
the depth.of the riches of Christ, 
remains unsearchable, yet the rich- 
es there searched out and set before 
the multitude, was calculated to 
encourage the righteous, possessing 
a.part thereof, to hold fast. that 
they have and press toward the 
remainder; and to stimulate the 
worldling to seek durable riches. 
and tighteousness. After some 
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spiritual exhortations, with prayer 
and thanksgiving to God, the meet- 
ing was adjourned till 9 o’clock the 
next morning, and the elders and 
brethren dispersed te different 
neighborhoods to preach Christ, 
and tarry over night; First Day, 
met at 9 o’clock, for a prayer meet- 
ing, where we trust, the Lord was 
in the midst. At 10 o'clock, re- 
paired to a grove, where a conve- 
nient stand had been prepared for 
the preachers, and seats for the 
multitude. Elder Jabez King. 
first spoke, from John iv. 10. “If 
thou hadst known the gift of God,’ 
&c. He Ist. Noticed the gift of 
God; 2d. The ignorance of the 
world respecting the gift of God. 
3d. the propriety of asking Christ 
forthe water of life; 4th. De- 
scribed the nature and effects of 
the word of life. The doctrine 
droped like the rain, and being 
intermingled with experience, ex- 
hortation and tears, it had asolemn 
effect on many. Elder Joseph 
Badger, next preached from Hab, 
il. 3,4. ‘* His glory covered the 
heavens, and the earth was full of 
his praise ; and his brightness was 
a3 the light; he had horns coming 
out of his hand ; and there was 
the hiding of his power.’’ The 
character whose glory covered the 
heavens, was Ist noticed; 2d. 
The Heavens, which means, 1 the 
atmosphere ; 2 the starry heavens ; 
3 the church ; 4 the residence of 
God. 8d. He showed how God’s 
glory covereth the heavens ; 4th 
Showed how the earth is full of 
his praise ; 5th. Noticed God’s 
brightness, and its being as the 
light 3. 6th. The Lord’s hand ; 
7th. The horns coming out of 
his hands, which were shown to be 


1 Christ’s ministers ; 2 saints in 
general, socalled, 1 on account of 
their strength ; 2 because they con- 
tain the eil of joy ; 3 because 
through them .as trumpets, the 
gospel sounds to men; 8th. No. 
ticed that in the horns was the 
hiding of God’s power. Much 
good instruction was given and 
received with open hearts. After 
a short intermission, brother Wil. 
liam Gilmore, from Ohio, preach- 
ed from Judg. iii. 20. 2d. Kings, 
xx. 1. Amosiv. 12. Isa. lv. 7. 
which together, read as follows, 
‘© ] have a message from God, ua- 
to thee, for thou shalt die and not 
live, and because I will do this 
unto thee, prepare to meet thy 
God, let the wicked forsake his 
way.” He spoke Ist. of the. gos« 
pel messenger ; 2d. Of his mes- 
sage, which is 1 that men must die 
and not live ; 2 because God will 
do this, there is a necessity and 
command that the wicked should 
repent and forsake their evil ways, 
and thus prepare to meet their 
Ged. The subject was solemn, 
and applicable to many present, 
and we trust not without effect. — 
After some solemn aud weighty 
exbortions from both male and 
female, Elder Jonathan S. Thomp- 
son delivered the last discourse on 
the stand, from 1 Cor. ix. 16. 
‘s Woe is unto me if I preach not 
the gospel; Ist. He spake of the 
gospel ; 2d. The call, character 
and qualifications of those called of 
God to preach the gospel. The 
discourse the place, and all the 
peopie were solemn; the preach- 
ers, brethren and unconverted re- 
ceived a portion ; and plainly man- 
ifested that they felt the impor- 
tance of the things spoken, <Af- 
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ter singing and prayer, the nume- 
rous concourse dispersed, and the 
brethren separated to preach Christ 
in the evening, in different places, 
some of which werg powerful meet- 
ings and convicting to sinners,— 
Monday morning met in Confer- 
ence, which continued till Wed- 
nesday noon, the minutes of which, 
will be forwarded by Hider Badger. 
The elders and brethren then de- 
parted their several ways, to spread 
the glad tidings of salvation, and 
call asinful world to Christ. 
Through ailthe public meetings, 
the greatest harmony was manifest- 
ed ; all appeared to stand in their 
lot ; when any one spoke, ail ap- 
peared united in staying up his 
hands. ‘The disciples were com- 
forted and many felt conviction, 
not to be forgotten. Finally it 
is believed the meeting was very 
profitable, and much to the glory 
of God. Evijau Suaw, Jr. 
Brutus, N, Y. Oct. 12, 1819. 
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For the Christian Herald, 
GENERAL MEETING. 
IN GRAFTON, N. H, 


THE following is a brief ac- 
count of the General Meeting, held 
in Grafton, N H. onthe 25th and 
26th inst. ; which is communicat- 
ed for publication in the Herald ; 
hoping that it will administer com- 
fort aid encouragement to the dis- 
ciples avd lovers of Jesus. The 
meeting was holden at the centre 
(orsoutu) Meeting House. The 
Elders who attended were Peter 
Clark, Peter Young, Avery Moul- 
ton, William Blaisdell, John 
Knowles, Benjamin Calley and 
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Nehemiah Sleepers; and unordained 
preachers, Oliver True, Jesse 
Thompson and Hiram Stevens, 

who appe eared to be gathered j in 
one spirit, as feilow laborers in the 
gospel of Christ. After usual 
exercise a suitable and impressive 
discourse was delivered by brother 
P. Young, from Numbers x. 29, 
He elucidated the subjvet as fol. 


lows, ist. The people that were 
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piace of which tue Lord said, I 
will give it you ; 4th. ‘he invita. 
tion come go with us, &c. After 
which, brother Calley. made some 
pertinent remarks on the subject, 
and closed with a warm and pathet. 
ic exhortation to the people; the 
meeting was then concluded with 
prayer. In the eventiig a number 
of meetings were attended by the 
Elders and brethren im different 
parts of the town. We metagaia 
on Lord’s Day morning, at 10 
o’clock ; the assembly was greatly 
increased ; the meeting house was 
literally filled, the people behaved 
with great propriety and seemed 
anxious to hear what was noted in 
the scriptures of truth, or the glad 
tidings of salvation. ‘The exercis- 
es commenced with singing and 
prayer after which brother John 
Knowles, made some good remarks 
on the meeting of bretiiren for the 
worship of God. Then brother 
W>o. Blaisdel, spoke from John iit. 
14, 15. After some introductory 
observations he proposed the fol- 
lowing particulars, Ist. Described 
the Son of man; 2d The analogy, 
as Moses lifted up, &c.; 3d. 
That whosoever believeth in him, 
whether jew or gentile should have 
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sternal life; 4th. The effect of 
unbelief ; then addressed the peo- 
ple with a solemn and impressive 
exhortation. After a short inter- 
mission, reass-mbled again; meet- 
ing opened with singing and prayer 
which was followed by a number 
of warm and refreshing exhorta- 
tions. Afterwards brother Peter 
Clark delivered a solemn and in- 
structive discourse from Matt. xxiv. 
14, Four things weré noticed, Ist 
The Kingdom ; 2d The Gospel ; 
3d The design of it,to be a witness 
to all nations; 4th Theend. The 
manner in which the subject was 
treated was calculated to strength- 
en and to give joy to the saints of 
God, and to convince the sinner 
of the reality of the gospel. Al. 
though the meeting was not at- 
tended with the immediate conver. 
sion of souls, yet it is believed that 
good will be the result of said 
meeting. A heavenly spirit of 
union and harmony prevailed 
through the whele. We then 
parted and went our different ways 
with a blessed expectation of meet. 
ing again soon, where parting sea- 
sons will be known no more, where 
the song of Moses will be closed 
with the song of the Lamb. 
APOLLOS. 


Gilford, N. H. Sept. 30. 1819. 


For the Christian Herald. 
ORDINATION, 
The Ordination of ALLENCROCKER. 


Agreeable to previous arrange- 
ments a large number of saints and 
attentive friends, met at the house 
of Capt. Stephen Cumings, in the 
town of Clarence, Niagara connty, 





N.Y. at 2o’clock, P.M. Meeting 
commenced with songs of praise, 
and prayer, and a sermon was 
preached by a young man by the 
name of William Gilmore, from the 
state of Ohio, near Cincinnati, who 
hac the appearance of being a friend 
to the souls of men. After him 
an interesting discourse was deliv- 
ered by Elder John Cheney, after 
which the songs and prayers of 
the old saints and young converts, 
sweetly mingled together. On the 
morning of the 26th, several hun- 
dred assembled at the same place 
to hear the word of life, to whom 
an instructing solemn ana interest - 
ing sermon was preached, on the 
person of **ONE GOD AND ONE 
MEDIATOR” between God and us, 
by W. Gilmore. After which, a 
short discourse was delivered by a 
young man by the name of Bur- 
dick ; and closed by a solemn and 
awakening exhortation from Elder 
Daniels. In the afternoon, a ser. 
mon was preached by J. Badger, 
from Mark xvi. 15. “Go ye into 
ali the world and preach the gospel 
to every Creature.”?” From which 
were noticed, Ist Christ and his 
authority to command ; 2d The 
Ambassador and qualifications; 3d 
The commission ; 4th The gospel; 
5th The characters to whom it is 
to be preached ; 6th The effect ; 
7th The sacrifice and afflictions of 
an evangelist ; 8th His reward.— 
After which Allen Crocker, who 
had been duly examined, was or- 
dained to the work of an evangelist, 
by the imposition of the hands of 
the following elders, viz. John 
Daniels, John Cheney, Hubbard 
Thompson and Joseph Badger ; 
and is thus commended to the fel- 
lowship of the saints, scattered 
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abroad. Thus the solemnities 

? closed, and the large attentive as- 

a sembly dispersed. 

‘pepe In many parts of Gennessee and 
Niagara, counties it is refreshing 
times. Elder Cogewell, has beea 
blessed in the town of Le Roy ; 
also Elder William True and J. G. 
Miller, have seen the glory of 
God, in the Caterogus county, and 
in various parts of Ohio, God 1s 
doing wonders by the holy child 
Jesus. By a friend to the church. 

APOLLOS. 
New York, Oct. 8, 1819. 


— ae 


MINU'PFES 
Of the CONFERENCE Of ELDERS and 

BRETHREN, holden at Brutus, 

Cayuga county, N. Y. the 4th and 

5th of Oct. 1819. 

1 Chose Samnel P. Allen, to 
serve as Chief Speaker. 

2 Chose J. Badger, to officiate 
as Scribe. 

3 Agreed to proceed in con- 
ference, by examining each indi- 
vidual’s present standing. 

4. Proceeded to examine and 
receive the following elders, (viz. ) 
"S S. P. Allen, Jabez King, Joseph 
te As Badger, Hubbard Thompson, 

re William True, John Ross, John 
ly eae: Cheney, Libeus Fields, James 
eal ae Wilson, Elijah Shaw, J. S. Thomp- 
eg Ra son; John L. Peavey, and John 
Danieis. 
5 Examined and received Wil- 
i ah ae liam Gilmore, from the State of 
Ohio, asa fellow laborer in the 
bei gospel. 
ere | 6 Approbated Joseph Bailey, as 
Te eae a preacher of ibe gospel. 
uk. 3 7 Approbated James’ McGreg- 
if gor, as having a public gift. 
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8 Approbated Isaae Smith, as 
having a public gift. 

9 Approbated Abigail Roberts, 
as having a public gift. 

10 The question was proposed, 
‘} What constitutes a Church 2— 
Agreed, that—It is composed of 
believers in Christ, who have suit. 
able gifts among them, and a suff. 
cient degree of strength to set in 
order the things that are wanting, 
and govera their own affairs. 

11 Agreed to hold a General 
Meeting, at Western, Oneida co. 
to commence on the Saturday pre. 
ceeding the 2d Sabbath in Febru. 
ary next. 

12 Agreed to hold a General 
Meeting, at Howrsfield, Jefferson 
co. to commence on the second 
Saturday in June next, where El- 
ders Fields and Wilson appoint. 

13 Agreed to hold a General 
Meeting in the county of Ontario, 
to commence on the fourth Satur- 
day in Jure nex:, where Elder 
Badger shall appoint. 

14 Agreed to hold a General 
Meeting at Charleston, Montgome- 
Ty co. to eommence on the third 
Saturday in September next, and 
the General Conference to succeed 
it, to which a general attention 
Is requested. 

15 Agreed to publish the min- 
utes of this Conference through the 
medium of the Christian Herald. 

16 Agreed to publish the names 
of all the PREACHERS, in this state 
whose standing is good. 

17 Took into consideration the 
case of James Tailor, a colored 
man, who had been precipitately 
received and recommended by 
three of our public brethren, as 
one having a public gift, his con- 
duct immediately proved him a 
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bad man ; the regular steps of la- 
bour have been taken with him, 
and he has been noted ; yet as he 
continues to travel in the character 
of a ** Christian preacher,”’ we feel 
it duty, in this public manner, to 
declare to the saints scattered 
abroad, that we consider said James 
Tailor, (who is a- lame man) a dan- 
gerous and wicked man. 

18 Accepted the above minutes, 

19. Appointed J. Badger, and 
E. Shaw, to prepare and forward 
for publication, an account of the 
general meeting, ana the minutes 
of conference. 

A correct copy; 

JosEpH Bapcer, 
Clerk of said Conference. 
Brutus, Cayuga co. 

N. Y. Oct. 7. 1819¢ 

P. S. One article more I feel 
it duty outof eondescention to some 
of my brethren to insert the reason 
I do not rank in with the other 
minutes, 1s because it was not unan. 
imously agreed on, though after 
nearly half a day’s labour on the 
subject the majority were in iis 
favor ; which is as follows, 

“Voted, That Elder Jonathan 
S. Thompson, and the Church at 
Westmoreland, have authority to 
deal with Thomas Smith, as a mem- 
ber of that church.” 

J. Bapcer, Clerk. 





NAMES, and PLACES OF RESI- 
DENCE of the Elders and Preachers, 
in the State ef New-York, whose stan- 
ding ona strict examination was found 
to be good at a Conference holden at 
Brutus, Cayuga county, N.Y. Oct. 4 
& 5, 1819. Those in Jtalic are or- 
dained Elders. 

Joel Doubleday, Rovalton, Niagara co. 
_ Allen Crocker, Clarence, de. 

Allen Brigs, Cambury, _— do. 
F 
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Robinson Smith, Murray, Genessee co. 
Hubbard Thompson, Le Roy, do. 


Wiliam True, Covington, dos 
Jason G. Miller, do. do. 
Benjamin Alton, do. do. 
John Daniels, Leroy, co. 


Pavid Millard, West Bloomfield, On- 
tarig county. 

Joseph Badger, Mendon, da. 
Frederick Carswell, do. do. 
Sylvester Morris, Groveland, co. 
Philip Sanford, Canandagua, do. 
James McGragger, Mendon © do. 
Elijah Shaw, Brutus, Cayuga co. 


Isaac Smith, Aurora, do. 

Jonathan S. Thompson, Verona, Onei- 
da co. 

Joseph Bailey, do. do. 

William Weed, Western, do. 


William Buckley, Paris, do. 

Libeus Fields, Houndsfield, Jeffer- 
son Co. 

Jomes Wilson, do. co. 

Benjamin Howard, Worcester, Scho- 
harrie, eo. 

Stephen G. Champlin, Blenheim do. 

Jabez King, Broad Albin, Montgom. 


ery co. 
John Spere, Chariston, do. 
Jacob Capron, Broad Albin, — do, 
Asa Allen, Charleston, do. 
John Ross, Ballston, Saratoga co. 
Richard Rider, Galaway, do. 
Maxim Mosier. do. do. 


Abigail Roberts, Greenfield, do. 

Samuel P, Alien, Otego, Otsego co, 

John L. Peavy, Hartwick, do. 

Wiliet Stilman, Plainheld, do. 

Leonard S. Rexford, Hartwick, do. 

William Cummings, Stamford, Dela- 
ware Co. 

John P. Teats, Westerlow, Albany co, 

Ira Marshall, Itinerant, 

William Gilmore, da. 

John Cheney, Salem, Ashtibulah’ ce! 
Ohio. 

P. S. Elder Samuel Gilman’s name 
was published in our minutes, last 
year, through mistake. It may he, 
that some preacher’s name is omitted 
in the above catalogue, but not inten- 
tionally. Vhe above named perssns 
were severally examined, and apprev- 
ed by the before mentioned conference 

J. Bapeen, Clerk of sd. Conference, 

Brutus, Oct. 7. 1819. 
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For the Christian Herald. 
ISRAEL NUMBERED. 


1 Chron. xxi. }.—**And Satan 
rtood up against Israel, ana provoked 
David to number [srael.’’ 

THis act in its nature was sim- 
ple, but the motive out of which 
David acted, and by which he was 
governed, was a henious sin in the 
sight of God—ist. David submits 
to the temptation of the devil ; 
9a. Forces Joab and the rulers to 
number the people ; 3d. It appears 
his heart was filled with pride and 
self dependence at the thought of 
being a King over so numerous a 
host ; but God convinces him of 
his folly, by the destruction of 
70,000 of his beloved people. It 
is thought by this circumstance, by 
mauvy at the present cay, that it 1$ 
wrong for christian denominations, 
or churches, to make any calcula- 
tions on their numbers; and I rea. 
dily admit that itis, if it is done 
out of the same motive, by which 
David caused the people to be num- 
bered, but his iniquity is no proof 
that this act would have been 
wrong governed by better motives ; 
itis no proof that the rasor is 
bad because a man deprives himself 
of his life with it, or that spiritu- 
ous Jiquor is bad because thousands 
ruin their health, property, families 
and credit by it. But as a proof 
that this act, in itself considered, 
3s not bad, we see the best of men 
engaged in the same work ; see 
the following under the direction 
of God numbering the people, 
Numbersiii. 16. “And Moses, 
numbered them according to the 
commandment of the Lord.’?— 
Joshua. vill. 10. And Josuwa 
rose up early in the morning 


and numbered the people.”’-—] Sam. 
uel xv. 4. ** And SAut gathered 
the people together, and numbered 
them in Telaim, two hundred 
thousand, footmen, and ten thou. 
sand men of Judah”—2 Kings, iii, 
6. And * King JEHorAM went 
out of Samaria the same time, and 
numbered all Israel.??—If this act 
was so very bad, why were these 
good men not struck dead, or the 
judgments of God sent upon them ? 
But, they were not sent by the 
devil, nor moved by self to this 
work, but in obedience to God, 
the people were numbered, and 
great good resulted from the same, 
Under the new dispensation we find 
the people and disciples NuMBER- 
ED, Acts, 1. 15. ** The number of 
the names together were about an 
hundred and twenty.”—Acts, ii, 
41. ** And the same day there 
were added unto them about three 
thousand souls.”’—Acts, iv. 4. 
‘¢And the number of the men was 
about five thousand.’’— Matt. xiv. 
21. ** And the number that had 
eaten was about five thousand.’’— 
Acts, xvi, 5. “And so were the 
churches established in the faith, 
and increased in number daily.” — 
Here we find the disciples number- 
ed; Christ chose the number of 
twelve to ordain apostles, and 
seventy, to send out two and two, 
and for my part, I can see no im- 
propriety in every pastor’s know: 
ing the number of the flock under 
his care, and of saying the number 
of disciples in such a place is about 
so many, whether 120, or 3, or 
5000, it is immaterial. Thus let 
us as much as_ possible, guard 
against the prejudices of the world, 
and the extremes of men, and the 
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example of David; and never glory 
in numbers, nor trust in chariots or 
horses, nor rejoice that evil spirits 
are made subject unto us, but re- 
joice that our names are written in 
heaven, and in the cross of Christ, 
and that we are counted worthy to 
suffer for his name sake. While 
we look at the increasing number 
of the Lord’s children, let us keep 
in view that innumerable company 
which no man can number from 
every nation which will at last unite 
to sing the praises of the Lord 
God and the Lamb forever and 
ever, Amen, 
BY APOLLOS. 
New York, Oct. 12, 1819. 





THE JEWS. 


Extract of a letter from B. N. Sol- 
omon, dated Kremenchung, May 
24, O. §S. 1819. 


I sHALL Ow give you a 
short account of my journey in the 
governments of Ecatherinaslay and 
Cherson. In the former town 
which contains the numberof about 
500 Jewish inhabitants, I had the 
gratification to find several who 
were not unwilling to examine the 
claims of Christianity. Some Is. 
raelites heard me patiently, and 
with seeming attention, in their 
synagogue, and three or four came 
separately to my lodgings begging 
for Testaments, which, on finding 
they understood Hebrew telerably 
well, I did not refuse them. But 
what was truly gratifying to my 
feelings, was the very kind recep- 
tion which the rabbi of that place 
gave me. I found this good na. 
tured gentleman over his Zohar, 
which he laid aside on my entering 
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the room, but soon after took it 
up again, to show me some passag- 
es, and said, he need not be asham- 
ed of that book for me, for he had 
never met such a Christian before—- 
he repeated the common place ob. 
jections against the Christian reli. 
gion, but in a very proper spirit, 
and listened with surprising atten. 
tion to what I had to say in return 
—when I showed him the Hebrew 
Tract, he read a few pages in my 
presence, and said, he would not 
return it, he hoped I would leave 
it with him—he observed at the 
same time, that it appeared an in- 
explicable enigma how 1 could 
take the trouble of travelling such 
a distance, and moving about from 
one place to another, only for the 
sake of informing the Jews that 
Jesus of Nazareth is the promiséd 
Messiah—this, he said, is a new 
thing on.the earth ! but Jews be- 
gan to gather round us, and it was 
thought advisable to break up.— 
[left this good man, not without 
hopes that He, who -ommanded 
the light to shine out of darkness, 
may shine into his heart, to give 
him the light of the glory of God 
in the face of Jesus Christ. 

From Ecatherinaslay, I direct. 
ed my steps towards the- Jewish 
colonies in the government of Cher- 
son, where I witnessed a scene as 
pleasing and interesting as it is al- 
together new in the annals of mod- 
ern history. I think it must be 
pleasing and interesting to the 
friends of Israel to hear that there 
is arespectable body of Jews, con- 
sisting of no less than 4000 souls, 
who have newly left their trades in 
Poland, and have returned to thet 
pristine patriarchal simplicity of 
life awe YD oY cui iravate the gZrounc 
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which the noble Alexander has 
granted them, with their own hands 
-—who follow their flocks and their 
herds into the fields, and separate 
from the world, they subsist en- 
tirely on their manual labor, aad 
eat their bread by the sweat of 
their face—whether this might be 
the beginning of a preparation for 
their retura to their own land, I 
_am not authorized to judge, but I 
could not help being struck with 
the idea, that they might even 
there be happier than their fore- 
fathers in Jerusalem itself, if they 
would but know him whom their 
fathers saw only through types and 
figures. I hesitated not to declare 
this my opinion to them, and when 
they said they would rather be in 
derusatem than there, I told them 
that they might have here more 
than a Jerusalem, a paradise itself, 
ifthey would with one heart and 
one mind return to him, whom 
their fathers have so unjustly pierc- 
ed, but who was, notwithstanding, 
the bright glory that adorned the 
eccond temple at Jerusalem. There 
1s one advantage which I had here 
above other places, viz. that I 
found among them much less diffi. 


culty of introducing the subject, 


aad obtaining their ear,than among 
the busy Jews in towns, where 
you may generally hear excuses 
similar to those in the Gospel, ¢ I 
have no time to attend, I must first 
provide for my family ;” here I 
heard no such thing—on the con- 
trary, whichever colony I entered, 
Thad no sooner alighted from my 
Britchky than I saw almost all 
the inhabitants around me, and the 
Rabbi himself by my side. Bibles, 
‘Testaments and Tracts were 
brought in; we read them togeth. 


er——we pointed out passages to one 
another, and the conversation was 
every where carried on with mutu. 
al candor, and sometimes for three 
or four hours together—in some 
places the Rabbi himself proposed 
we should meet in the evening or 
on the next day again, and in the 
mean time they read the Testament 
in their houses. But not to enter 
into particulars, I will only say, 
that from all that occurred, I have 
reason to bless God that I have 
been led among them, and if the 
prayers of the righteous attend 
my poor endeavors, I shall never 
despair of seeing that seed which 
I have been enabled to sow among 
them spring up into everlasting life. 








MISSION TO JERUSALEM. 

WE have frequently noticed the 
proposed Mission to the Land of 
Promise, and at length have the 
pleasure to learn that the Mission- 
aries, Messrs. Levi Parsons, and 
Pliny Fisk, have actually embark- 
ed. They sailed from Boston, in 
the ship Sally Ann, for Smyrna, 
on the Ist Nov. On Sabbath at- 
ternoon preceding their departure, 
Mr. Parsons, preached a sermon in 
Park Street church,connected with 
the subject of the Mission, from 
Hosea, iii. 4, 5. * For the chil- 
dren of Israel shall abide many days 
without aking, and without a prince, 
and without a sacrifice, and without 
an image, and without an ephod, and 
without teraphim ; Afterward shall 
the children of Israel return, and 
seck the Lord their God, and Da- 
vid their king 3 and shall fear the 
Lord and his goodness in the latter 
days.?? In tue evening, Mr. Fisk 
preached from Acts xx, 22, ‘dnd 
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now, behold, [ go bound in spirit, un- 
io Jerusalem, not knowing the things 
that shall befal me there.” 

The vessel in which they 
embarked is to touch at Mal. 
ta, for a few days. From that 
Isiand we may expect to receive 
interesting intelligence from them. 

They are to reside at Smyrna 
for some time, to acquire informa- 
tion and leagn the language neces. 
sary for them. If it should be 
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found impracticable to establish 
themselves at Jerusalem, they are 
to attempt it at Bethlehem. 

While at Smyrna, the Mission- 
artes will early visit the Seven 
Churches of Asia, which are all 
still in existence ; if the fact that 
a few Christian families (at least) 
still remain in each of the places 
formerly occupied by those 
Churches, will justify such an as- 
sertion. 
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Extract of a letter from Elder Ward 
Lock, dated, October 15, 1819. 
Arrer my last to you, dated 

Feb. 1819, the work continued in 

Chesterville until about 70 were 

hopefully converted. After the 

work subsided here a glorious re- 
vival commenced in the town of 

New Sharon, and spread till about 

50 were brought to rejoice in the 

truth. I continued with them one 

month. I have visited them a 

number of times since, and have 

baptized a number of them, In 
the moath of June last, a reforma. 
tion commenced in the town of 

Waterville ; in this place the state 

of religion had been very low ; 

about the Ist of June a female 
preacher went there and began to 
preaca among them ; and the old 

brethren began to awake to a 

sense of duty and to confess their 

oackshidings, sinners soon began to 
mourn and saints to rejoice ; this 
work still continues, there has 
been between 40 and 50 hopefully 
couverted there. 1 have visited 
them a number of times and bap- 
tized 32 of the happy converts. 
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This work has spread into the 
town of Sidney, where the atten- 
tion is very great to hear the 
word, 


Extract of a letter from Elder Nebe- 
miah D. Sleeper, dated, Andover, 
Sept. 28, 1819. 

It is with pleasure that I can 
inform you, that the Lord has 
been moving by his spirit, among 
the people ia tiie town of Grafton, 
N. H. and a goodly number have 
been hopefully converted. I have 
baptized about twenty in that 
place. In New Chester, N. H. a 
few mercy drops has fa Hes among 
the people there- May the knowl- 
edge of God cover the earth as 
the waters do the sea. 

== 


REVIVAL IN WICCACON. 


From Dr. Billings, to the Ed. of 
the Christian ‘Wat Aman, dated 
Edenton, (N. C) August 19%, 
1819, 

‘IT was yesterday about twenty- 
two miles from hume, at a church 
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0 Christian 
called Wiccacon, where a revival 
has broken out. Such a_ scene 

| I never before beheld. There 

, were four ministers present.— 
a Brother Spivey, and myself preach- 
ed to about two thousand people, 
in the open air ; but the cries of 
the people at last totally over- 
| whelmed us. Some despairing, 
fe —some crying for mercy,—cthers 
| rejoicing,—-some saying they had 
| found him,—-others exclaiming, 
j Glory, glory, glory ! &c. Young 
is men by dozens, holding each other, 
weeping, groaning, and rejoicing ! 
The old members, embracing each 
other, weeping and rejoicing !— 
4 a Some of us kept the stage, others 
+: went nis * the distressed. Ina 
ia word, ied, prayed, sung 
aiid exnorted, ‘till we were all en- 
iirely exhausted. We assembled 
ai 
le 


we pre ch 


. f ? 3 ‘+ P, . 
at 10 o’clock, and departed about 
>, leaving not less than five hun. 
ler varlous eXer- 


dred omens ywicer 
, . 
he male and fe. 


cises of mind,—t 
male membe stayit ng to exhort 
and pray with them. 
Broth eredith 13 succeeding 
; at Newbern meyane expectation, 
ve I received two Ictters last week 
af from him. A revival has broke 
ee out there. Hehas baptized eight 
ie a | or ten, and there isa general inqui- 
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Bi: BY verbal information from our 
f brother Elder John Boothby, from 


i Ak Saco, {Me ) we are informed that 
vate there is an appearance of a glori- 
mY ous reign of righteousnes in many 
an towns in the eastern country,— 
eb and that as the fog and mist of 
t el? < io 
a clusion 18 disappearing the benign 
om 
«> 
a 


ve 





Herald. 


VOL. ¥ 


influences of the Sun of Righteous. 
ness has a cheering effect upon the 
hearts of many. He also states 
that after returning from the gene. 
ral Conference in Portsmouth, he 
attended a yearly Meeting of the 
Freewill Baptists, in Gorham, and 
that it was a glorious season ; the 
preaching, exDOrERtiOny; &c. were 
powerful, and at the close of the 
meeting, one was hopefully con. 
verted, and five backsliders were 
reclaimed. 


REVIVAL IN AMHERST 
ACADEMY. | 


A r&vivAL commenced in the 
Academy in January last, and in a 
few weeks twenty-five were hope- 
fully converted. In April the 
work again made its appearance 
ina powerful manner, including 
G or 8 individuals of the neighbor- 
hood. ‘There were about 30 in 
the months of April and May who 
were made the happy sharers in 
the work. Inthe summer quarter 
there were about 10 more added to 
the number of hopeful converts. 





REVIVAL IN PLEASANT 
VALLEY. 


A Revival of Religion has re- 
cently commenced in Pleasant 
valley, Dutchess County, N. Y. 
The work appears to be still and 
powerful. About 40 are already 
rejoicing in hope, although it is 
but three or four weeks sinee the 
revival commenced. A number 
more are under deep conviction, 
and there isa moperss prospect of 
an extensive reviva'. 
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PORTSMOUTH, NOVEMBER 27, 


1519. 





GENERAL 


CHRISTIAN 


CONFERENCE. 


THE Curisti1an Conrer- 
ENCE, was holden in this town, on 
the 27th, 28th, 29th, and 30th 
Oct. last, and Ist. Nov. inst. 

Our brethren generally, with- 
out doubt will be much gratified 
to learn that a spirit of love, unan- 
imity and a general regard for their 
welfare, were the prominent fea- 
tures of this Conference. The 
harmony which prevailed seemed 
to indicate much good, and we 
doubt not but that the result of 
its deliberations will eventuate in 
restoring that degree of order and 
fellowship, which would be so sal- 
utary to the churches scattered 
abroad. No disposition was man- 
ifested to make and impose laws on 
the churches, but simply. to come 
to an understanding of the law of 
Christ, already laid down in the 
scriptures. 

The ConFERENCE, was compos. 
ed of many Christian Elders from 
different parts of the United States, 
Those preachers who were receiv- 
ed into this conference were under. 
—— to be of undoubted veracity. 
It was truly pleasing to see so ma- 
ny soblie witnesses, assembled uvon 
an occasion so important and 
interesting ; who as servants to all 
men for Jesus’ sake, were ready to 
enter into their labour of love, to 
“set in order the things that are 
wanting,’’ and study the best means 
to be the most useful to their fel- 
‘owemen. The candor with which 
subjects were entered upon and 
discussed, the good feeling which 


was exercised towards one another, 
and the apparent satisfaction which 
those present appeared to take in 
the proceedings, rendered this 
pleasing interview, interesting be- 
yond description. 

One of the Elders was excused 
from the conference every evening, 
to preach to the people who as- 
sembled in the meeting house, for 
worship. Much satisfaction and 
edification was experienced, while 
sitting under the sound of the 
gospel, and hearing the several 
witnesses proclaim the joyful news 
of salvation. 

On Monday evening after the 
Conference closed, the Elders re- 
paired to the meeting house, as 
clouds full of rain, and there was 
truly a refreshing shower. The 
spirit manifested in the exercises, 
was calculated to inspire the mind 
with true devotion and impress on 
the audience a sense of the glo- 
rious subject discoursed upon by 
one of the elders present, which 
was ‘¢ Glory to God in the highest, 
peace on earth,and good will ta men.”” 
—The preaching was interesting 
and glorious, the prayers and ex- 
hortations were weighty and sol- 
emn, the singing was as if touched 
with the melody of angels and con- 
nected with their song. A sense 
of the situation of the unconverted 
bore with much weight upon the 
minds of the public witnesses pre- 
sent, and we doubt not, many felt 
the necessity of attending to the 
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things that make for their peace. 
This meeting will be had in lasting 


; remembrance. 
‘ ‘The members of the Chris- 
at tian Conference, agreed to present 


to the Churches scattered abroad, 
the following CircuLar, in order 
to an understanding of and co- 
operation in the measure therein 
stated. 


C i kt C U LAR. 


The Elders and Brethren of the 
Church of Christ, belonging to 
the cennexion called Christians, 
having convened together, in Ports. 
mouth, Octeber 27th, 1819, ac- 
cording to appointment, to take In- 
to consideration the situation of the 
several Churches, and the scripture 

rder of the house of God, and to 

strive fora more perfect knowledge 
of concord and agreement ia the 
apostolic order of faith and prac- 
tice, and to set in order the things 
that are wanting ; would commu- 
nicate to our brethren scattered 
abroad, the following, which we 
trust will meet with general ap- 
probation. 

First. We recommend a2 union 
of the several churches throuyh the 
ei connexion in the United States, to 
ni vae & be more particularly and publicly 

formed’ for the express purpose of 

amore intimate and general ac.- 

| quaintance with the situation of 
Gate each other and the several preach- 
poet ers in the connexion, in order to 
hae detect and prevent impositions 
‘ that might otherwise and has in 
bg some instances already been expe- 
ay rienced among us. Jn _ order 







therefore to accomplish this im- 
Hae portant design, we would recom. 
+ ieee mend to the 
Churches, 
A? Secondly. That 


several Elders and 


they form 
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themselves inte Conferences, to be 
holden one or more in a year, in 
the several States or elsewhere, at 
atime and place as they shall think 
proper. 

Thirdly. We recommend that 
the several churches, before men. 
tioned, should represent to the con. 
ferences to which they may belong, 
their number and situation by mes. 
sengers chosen for that purpose. 

Fourthly. We recommend thet 
the several conferences in the seve. 
ral States do appoint messengers to 
represent them in our first gene. 
ral Annual Conference of the El}. 
dersand Brethren, to commence on 

the4th Saturday of October next, 
at Windham, Con. which will con. 
tinue one week, 

We doubt not while we have 
been assembled but that many of 
our brethren have been endeavoring 
to stay up our hands, and desiring 
that we might be led by that spir- 
it which leadeth into alltruth, and 
we trust that in answer to prayer 
we have been led to experience how 
good and pleasant it is for breth- 
ren to dwell together in unity. Our 
brethren may rest assured that their 
welfare and advancement in the 
divine life has been our great ob- 
ject, and we feel satished that more 
good will result from this confer. 
ence to our brethren and the 
cause of our divine Master, than 
from any other ever attended 
among us, 

We greet our brethren in the 
State of New York and elsewhere, 
who may have already formed 
themselves into united bodies of a 
similar nature, and unitedly invite 
them to engage with us ip this 
general union, and also request 
them to send messengers and let- 
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ters, giving an account of their 
several Churches, and also of the 
state of their local or State con- 
ferences, ta be represented to the 
first General Annual Conference. 
The proceedings of this confer- 
ence will be communicated after 
our General Annual Conference. 
Signed in behalf of the Conference. 


Rospert Fosrer, 
Sec’y to the General Conference. 
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ANECDOTE OF THE MORA- 


VIANS. 

THINKING that an account 
of the following remarkable and 
providential occurrence would not 
only be interesting to many of 
your readers, but serve the cause 
of Universal Peace, as we often 
find that a recital ef facts has 
more effect on the mind than ar- 
guments, I therefore send it for 
Insertion. 

‘‘ During the rebellion in Ire- 
land, in 1793, the rebels had long 
meditated an attack on the Mora- 
vian settlement at Grace Hill, 
Wexford county. At length 
they put their threat in executien, 
and a large body of them marched 
to the town. 
there, they saw-no one in the streets 
nor in the houses. ‘The brethren 
had long expected this attack, but 
true to their Christian profession, 
they would mot have recourse to 
arms for their defence, but assem- 
bled in their chapel, and in solemn 
prayer besought Him in whom 
they trusted, to be their shield in 
the great hour of danger. The 
ruffan band, hitherto breathing 
nothing but destruction and 
slaughter, were struck with aston. 
ishment at this novel sight ; where 
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they expected an armed band, they 
saw it clasped in prayer. Where 
they expected weapon to weapon, 
and the body armed for the fight, 
they saw the bended knee and 
humbled. head before the altar of 
the Prince of Peace.. They heard 
the prayer for protection—they 
heard the intended victims asking 
mercy for their murderers—they 
heard the song of praise and the 
hymn of confidence in the ‘sure 
promise of the Lord.” They 
beheld in silence this little band of 
Christians—they felt unable to 
raise their hand against them, and 
after lingering in the streets, which 
they filled for a night and a day, 
with one consent they turned and 
marched away from the place with- 
out having injured an individual, 
or purloined a single loaf of bread. 
In consequence of this signal mark 
of protection from Heaven, the 
inhabitants of the neighboring vil- 
lages brought their goods and 
asked for shelter in Grace Hill, 
which they called the City of 
Refuge.” PACIFICATOR. 


" Hull Adv. 





INSTANCE OF GENEROSITY 
IN AN ARAB. 


TRAVERSING a sandy de. 
sert, a wandering Arab found a 
youth extended on the burning 
soil, and ready to expire with thirst, 
The camel of the Arab had a ves- 
sel of water swung over him, but 
there was only sufficient to last 
for twenty-four hours. To what 
tribe do you belong, said he to the 
child. ‘ To Velled Hillil.”” The 


name sounded dreadful in the ears 
of the Arab, for it was that te 
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which his family bore the most 
inveterate enmity, and no hatred 13 
more cruel that that of the Arabs. 
‘Thou art a fellow creature,” 
said the savage, and instantly pre- 
sented him with drink. ‘They jour- 
nied together, the vessel was emp- 
tied ; it was two days, journey 
before they could arrive at any 
spring, and the child was again 
choking with thirst; the Arab 
drew a knife from his side, opened 
a vein in his own arm, and quenched 
the thirst of the son of his mortal 
enemy ! 


Eee 
ee ee 


PRICE OF A BIBLE IN 1274. 


IN the year 1274, the price of 
a Bible neatly written, was 30/. 
sterling. A good Bible may now 
be had for two or three shillings 
sterling. Itis said that the buil. 
ding of two arches of London 
bridge cost only 25/. which is 5/. 
less than a copy of the Bible many 
years afterwards. Of what incal- 
culable value is the art of printing? 
We see its beneficial effects more 
widely extended than ever, by 
means of Sunday Schools, Bible 
Societies and Christian Missiona- 
ries.—-[ London pa. 


—_———- 


THE PROFANE SWEARER 
REPROVED, 


A Lavy on her way from Ed- 
inburgh to Glasgow, in the stage 
coach, was very much annoyed by 
a young military officer, whose 
conversation was interspersed with 
oaths, The lady sat very uneasy, 
till she could no longer keep si- 
lence. ‘¢ Sir,”? said she, to the 
officer, ‘can you talk inthe Gal- 


lic tongue ?”? [the language used 
in the north of Scotland.] To 
this he replied in the affirmative, 
seemingly with great pleasure, 
expecting to have some conversa. 
tion with the lady in that dialect, 
The lady then politely desired him, 
if he wished to swear any more, 
that it might be in that language, 
as the practice of swearing was 
very offensive to herself and the rest 
ofthe company. The officer was 
quite confounded at this smart re. 

roof, and no more oaths were 
heard from him during the +e. 
mainder of the journey.— Cd. Her, 
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HINDOO SUPERSTITION, 


A well known proof of devotion, 
to which many in India, oblige 
themselves by vow, in cases of ill- 
ness or other troubles, consists in 
running over burning coals. THey 
commence their race, from the 
midst of a puddle of earth and 
water, which has been previously 
prepared for the purpose ; running 
quickly over the glowing embers, 
till they reach another puddle of 
the same kind on the other side of 
the fire. But notwithstanding this 
precaution those who have a ten- 
der skin cannot fail to be grievously 
burnt. 

Others, who are unfit for the 
race, take a cloth well moistened 
with water, which they put over 
their head and shoulders, and 
discharge a chafindish of live embers 
over their heads. This is called 
the fire bath. 

Thanksgiving. —The 2d day of 
December next is appointed to be 
observed as a day of Thanksgiving 
in all the New-England States. 
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THE MORNING STAR. 


‘¢ Tam the root and the offspring of Da. 
wid, and the Bright and Morning 
Star /”? Rev. xxii. 16. 


Benighted on the troublous main, 
While stormy terrors clothe the sky, 
The trembling Voy’ger strives in vain, 
And nought but dark despair is nigh, 
When lo, a gem of peerless light, 
With radiant splendor shines afar, 
And thro’ the cloudsof darkest night, 
’ Appears the Bright and Morning 
Star! 


With joy he greets the cheering ray, 

That beams on ocean’s weary breast, 
Precursor of a smiling day, 

It lulls his fears to peaceful rest— 
No more in peril doth he roam, 

For night and danger now are far; 
With steady helm he enters bome, 

His guide the Bright and Morning 

Star ! 


Thus when affiiction’s billows roll, 
And waves of sorrow, and of sin: 
Beset the fearful weeping, soul, 

And all is dark and drear within— 
Tis Jesus whispering strains of peace, 
Drives every doubt and fear afar, 

He bids the raging tempest cease, 


And shines the Bright and Morning | 


Star ! 
———- 


“In all our affliction he was afflicted.” 


Child of man, whese seed below, 
Must fulfil thy race of woe ; 

Heir of want, and doubt, and pain, 
Does thy fainting heart complain ? 
Oh ! in thought one night recal, 
The night of grief in Herod’s hall ; 
Then I bore the vengeance due, 
Freely bore it all for'you. 


Child of dust, corruption’s son, 

ty pride deceiv’d, by pride undone, 
Willing captive, yet be free, 

Take my yoke, and learn of me. 


I, of heaven and earth the Lord, 

I am with God, the Eternal Word, 

I forsook my Father’s side, 

Toil’d, and wept, and bled, and died. 


Child of doubt, does fear surprise, 
Vexing thoughts within thee rise ; 
Wondering,murm’ring, dost thou gaze 
On evil men and evil days ? 

Oh ! if darkness round the lower, 
Darker far my dying hour, 

Which bade that fearful cry awake, 
My God, my God, dost thou forsake ? 


Child of sin, by guilt eppress’d, 
Heayves at last thy throbbing breast ? 
Hast thou felt the mourner’s part ? 
Fear’st thou now thy failing heart ? 
Bear thee on, belov’d of Ged, 

Tread the path thy Saviour trod ; 

He the tempter’s power hath known, 
He hath pour’d the garden groan. 


Child of heaven, by me restor’d, 
Love thy Saviour, serye thy Lord ; 
Seal’d with that mysterious name, 
Bear the cress, and scorn the shame : 
Then, like me, thy conflict o’er, 

Thou shalt rise, to sleep no more ; 
Partner of my purchas’d throne, 

One in joy—in glory one. 


(SET 
ee 


THY WILL BE DONE. 


The man whose mind is fix’é on heav’n 
Though by misfortune’s blast he’s 
driven, 

His conscience clear, and calm within, 
And rais’d above this world of sin, 
Wisely appeals to Heaven’s high 

« throne, 
And calmly says, **Thy wili be done.” 


Whether his God areund him pour 
The sumptuous fare, the golden store ; 
@r sunk in poverty’s cold vale, 
Expos’d to:misery’s bitter gale ; 

Still pleasure’s flowery path he’ll shun, 
And humbly say, ‘Ty will be done.” 
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If wealth is given by heaven’shigh hand 
He scatters blessings round the land ; 
Protects the poor, relieves their woe, 
And lays the proud oppressor low. 

© "il when his earthly course is run, 

¥ oys to the last, ** Thy will be done.” 


THE CHRISTIAN’S BANQUET. 





How happy, Lord, thy servants are, 
When from thy throne above, 

Thou bid’st them to thy board repair, 
And feast upon thy love ! 


What rapture fills the humble heart, 
What love inspires the breast, 

When Jesus does his yrace impart, 
To feed the hungry guest ! 


°Tis here the contrite soul partakes 
That bread which God has given, 

And here his burning thirst he slakes, 
With streams that flow from heaven. 


’Tis here the Saviour condescends 
T’ unveil his lovely face, 
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And grants to all his faithful friends 
His rich peculiar grace. 


Tis here the mourner finds relief, 
From every doubt and fear, 

For Jesus’ smile dispels his grief, 
And dries up every tear, 


°Tis here th’ afflicted saint forgets 
This life’s unnumber’d woes, 

And banquets on celestial sweets, 
That heaven alone bestows. 

No prince’s board was ever crown’d 
With such a rich repast— 

Ne food of earthly growth is found 
“‘ So pleasant to the taste.” 


Net India’s most productive field, 
Whose fragrance loads the breeze, 

No garden of the east can yield 
Such luxuries as these. 


Then tune your hearts, ye saints, anew, 
And songs of gladness sing ; 

Eternal thanks and praise are due 
To your Almighty King ! 








OBITUARY. 


Died in this town, widow Hannan 
Crark, aged 82. In the death of 
Mrs. Clark, the christian church in 
this town has been deprived of a mem- 
ber, who has ever endeavored to adorn 
her profession by a well ordered life. 
In early life she embraced the religion 
of Jesus, and although she has been 
called to pass through many trials, 
she has often declared, in public and 
in private, that the Lord in whom she 
trusted always stood by her. She bore 
the afflictive dispensation of her ill- 
ness with remarkable fortitude and 
resignation, and expressed her confi- 
dence in her God, while her strength 
of utterance remained, and would ob- 
serve with sweet composure, ‘I in 
Jesus’”—ITam going to be with Je- 
sus’—and would often raise her hands 
and shout “ glory,” in a manner calcu- 
lated to impress on the minds of her 
attendants a lively sense of the good- 
ness of God to his people,in removing 
the sting of death, and giving them 


victory over all his terrors. She re- 
quested that the “ Shouting Hymn” 
might be sung at her funeral. Her 
last iliness was of but short duration, 
and she patiently fell asleep in the 
full expectation of awaking in a bless- 
ed immortality. 





— = Se ae 
The ncted Jacob Cochran, who 
absconded before sentence was pro- 
nounced, has been apprehended, and 
at the Jate supreme court at Alfred 
sentenced to 13 days solitary confine- 
ment, and 4 years hard labor in the 
state prison. On 3 other indietments 
he has not yet been tried. 











ERRATUM. 

In No, 1, vol. 2, 2d col; 19th page, 
12th line from top, instead of “ from 
elder Philetus Glass,”’ read, from 6ro- 
ther Philetus Glass. 

p 
NOTICE. 

(CP Deacon Jonn Macxenzre, of 
Woodstock, is appointed General A- 
gent for the Christian Herald for the 
State of Vermont. 





